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Around the fire

| sitting here looking at what | wrote about Imbolc for
my DP. Altds a time when ani
pare to give birth to the first litters of the year. The crocus
blooms through the snow and the ice begins to crack and give
way to small green patches. All around finst signs of
spring are in the air. [1t0s
lights to encourage the full return of the sun. We gather our
tools and prepare to return to the fields. It is time for spring
planting and taking inventory of the livestock. The mother
earth that has been in incubation now shows signs of her
pregnancy. | think that this is the promise of spring and
Ostara is the true start of spring with Beltane being the prom-
ise fulfilled. It is the time for purification and cleaning.
(Spring Cleaning) We have made it through most of the win-
ter. Many women would clean and renew the hearth fire at
this time. Imbolc is associated with Brigit. She is Goddess of

poetry, music, inspiration,
problem is I 6m sitting here
to what appears to be 2 inches already on the ground. Now |
know this could change in a

the coming of spring to me. | just think we would be better
off if we moved the calendar back a month. If we could just
start January over again on Februa¥ythen | think the cal-
endar would match what is happening out side my window.
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Next High Day: Ostara (March 23rd)

Neo-Pagan name: Ostara
Gaulish name: Sonnocingos

The spring equinox is a time of planting, where the
ground is thawed and new things can be initiated. It's a time
to think about plans for the future, and to gather together all
the things you will need for the work you will do in the year
to come.

In ancient days, the folk would bring their tools to the

priests who would then "charm" them. This charming or
blessing would keep those tools in good working order
throughout the year, and would thus sustain the lives of the
folk through the always dangerous time from planting to har-
vest.
The Grove celebrates by bringing forth the tools we use in
our work and blessing them in the "working" portion of our
rite. Many also celebrate by taking their first spring hikes in
the crisp spring mornings.
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Then, two weeks ago, | was sitting in meditation at the
local Universalist Unitarian church | attend. The medita-
tion was a guided one, where we came to a water source.
Mine was a spring, coming out of the ground. Around the
spring, the earth had eroded away, leaving a small pool
around it. Looking into it, it seemed to be miles deep. |
tasted the water, splashed my face with it. It was cool
and refreshing. A voice said "You have the wisdom of the
well within you." Again, from out of nowhere it seemed,
words | needed to hear.

As | pondered this, | felt roots sprout from my feet. My
skin hardened and became furrowed. Branches sprouted
from my head and | stretched and grew into a medium
sized oak tree. Bridhe's voice against said to me "You
have the strength of the oak within you."

Strength and wisdom. These are the gifts of Bridhe, and
if you seek them, you don't have to look far. You may
not even have to look at all. She may give them to you
when you least expect it, but when you need it most.
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The first thing that comes to mind when | think of Imbolc
is that Three Cranes lights the 20 candles for Brigando /
Brigit. With each candle we recite a part of a poem. |
really |l ove that, one year
and | really liked the fact that we were all there, so many
different people, different ages, walking together. Another
favorite memory of Imbolc is from a couple of years ago
we rented the lodge at Blatikk Park and it was a beauti-
ful snow covered day and outside the lodge there must
have been twenty five cardinals. It was quite beautiful.
We have also for the last couple of years done a working,
where we Acharm the pl owo.
of life and bless our work tools. | also remember the year
that Shinning Lakes had to come down with a Brideog

We

and bless our groved6s houses

| ost bet bet ween Ohio State

that bet because it was so unfair. | mean Michigan loses

a

every year so whatés the poin

| hope the year is going well for everyone. | know it looks
to be a busy year for The Cranes. We have a full schedule
of events on the horizon. | know both Mike and | are pre-
senting at Desert Magic in May, we have the national

meeting and ANational Warr.

ing in May at Wellspring. Confest is right around the
corner as is the full schedule of summer festivals. | hope

to see everyone out and about and as much as possible.
May we walk in service, in balance, and in
honor!

Seamus

Senior Druid T Three Cranes Grove
ADF - Warrior Guild Chief
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